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Collateral Punishment
When an accused person goes through trial and is found guilty, he or she is convicted and sentenced. Sentence is imposed on the accused by the sentencing authority and is a direct consequence of the conviction. However, beyond the sentencing, a convict is likely to experience collateral consequences. Collateral consequences can be defined as the legal disabilities imposed by law due to being convicted. They are beyond the conditions set by the court during sentencing (Kirk et al., 2018). Collateral consequences create both social and economic social barriers for the reformed individuals reentering back into the society. They include disenfranchisement, disentitlement of education loans, and eviction from public housing ad loss of license to practice in the professional fields.
Although human is to error, ex-convicts are likely to pay severe consequences that may last for the rest of their lives. This shows that such people are be subjected to eternal condemnation regardless of whether he or she reformed. This has caused collateral consequences to be referred to as a form of civil death (Kirk et al., 2018). A collateral consequence is permissible if the reason behind it is protecting public safety or promoting any other public interest issue. For instance, any law or regulation that bars sexual offenders from employment as a school worker is meant to protect the children.
Collateral consequences make it more difficult for an ex-convict to have a peaceful and successful reintegration into society. Some collateral activities are based on the severity of the offence. This makes offenders of felonies barred from obtaining employment, hence increasing the risks of such a person turning back into crime to earn a livelihood (Chin et al., 2018). Most employers prefer ex-convicts of misdemeanors to those of felonies. Offenders of violent felonies face more difficulties in search of employment and have minimal chances of being employed.
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